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ABSTRACT

Labor union originally refers to a spontaneous social group on the basis of common
interests, which might include the employees working for the same employer, or the
individuals in a particular field. The original intention of labor union was to negotiate
working salaries, working hours and working conditions with the employers.

Chinese labor union stands for the working class led by the Communist Party of China
(CPC) and consequently it serves as an intermediary between the government and the
people. Therefore, the basic roles of labor union in China are to safeguard(or protect) the
legitimate rights and interests, to ensure the participation in construction and reformation,
and to conduct education for the workers. Previously, these roles were equally important.
Since 2010, the first role has become the top priority so that the functions of labor union
can be performed more effectively.

However, labor unions based on national power are more dependent on the government in
terms of economy and administration. As a result, labor unions have to adjust their
functions and properties according to the policies. With the development of China and the
disappearance of Demographic Dividend, the components of Chinese labor market have
greatly changed and numerous labor disputes have become obstacles to a harmonious
society. Thus, to enhance the roles of labor union in handling labor disputes, balancing labor
and capital, and securing the rights of working class is of great significance for social
stability and development.

In this thesis, the definition of Chinese labor union was introduced, followed by the

% All papers comply with the ethical code set by the National Research Foundation and the
Asia-Pacific Journal of Business and Commerce.
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developing history and its specific functions. Relevant laws were collected to illustrate the
role of labor union played as well as the methods in handling labor disputes. The
restrictions and problems of labor union in handling labor disputes were also discussed.
Finally, considering the current situation of Chinese labor market, the necessity of enhancing
the role of labor union in securing rights and handling labor disputes was expounded and
emphasized. Based on the results of these studies, analyzes of how Korean-invested
enterprises in China resolves labor disputes by labor union.

Key words: China’s labor union, China’s labor market, labor disputes, the roles of labor
union.
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