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Some Considerations for Efficient Railway Track Capacity
Allocation under the Competitive Environment

Bum—Hwan PARK*

Abstract

Recently, there is wide discussion about introducing the competitive environment in the railway market.
By the policies toward the competitive market following the functional reform to separate the operating
company from the infra structure manager in 2005, the Korean government aims to make the operating
companies more competitive as well as the railway capacity utilized more efficiently. In our study, we survey
the general allocation mechanism of transportation infra structure capacity and then scrutinize the airport
slot allocation and railway capacity allocation mechanism in the European countries, which are being put
into practice. And then, we present some considerations for efficient railway capacity allocation comparing

the guidelines of Korean railway capacity allocation to those of European countries,

Keyword : Competitive environment, Slot allocation, Railway track capacity allocation, Auction

* Associate Professor, Department of Railway Management and Logistics, Korea National University of Transportation.
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